
ENVIRONMENT

Ecology
A full ecological assessment of the eastern extension site has been undertaken.  Most of the existing habitats 
are considered to have low conservation importance. The site supports various species, including evidence 
of bat roosts and bird species of high importance, including skylark, starling and yellowhammer.

The assessment concludes that the provision of alternative habitats and roosts, including bat boxes, will 
avoid undue effects on the conservation status of these species.

The restoration of the quarry is to include the creation of a species-rich grassland, open water, scrub and 
woodland which will result in habitats of greater ecological interest than those currently on site with the 
aim of improving species diversity.

The fishing lake is a temporary feature that overlies the previous quarry workings and plant site.

Hydrology

All surface and groundwater from the existing quarry workings and the proposed working area will be collected and piped to a pond to be created in a field at the 
bottom of the hill near Station Road.  This pond will be 40% bigger than the size required to accommodate a 1 in 100 year 24 hour storm.

The pond will allow the water to flow at greenfield run off rates and not to flood areas downstream.  The water will be piped under Station Road and taken south 
along existing field drains where it will join the River Aln at Lesbury.  A small amount of water will continue to flow towards a sump in the north east of the site as it 

does at present.

The pond will also be big enough to allow the discharge of water when draining the fishing lake at levels that can be accommodated by the field drains.  The lake is 
generally shallow (between 1 and 3 metres deep) and the discharge of water will be easily accommodated with some used on site.
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